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Overseas ChineseOverseas Chinese

Over the years, there have been numerous debates on the actual definition of the term “Overseas 
Chinese”. This term has often been used to describe people of Chinese descent who live outside 
China, sometimes referred to as Greater China, which includes Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau. 
People of partial Chinese ancestry also consider themselves “Overseas Chinese”.

The term “Overseas Chinese” is ambiguous as to whether it can refer to any of the ethnic groups that 
live in China (the broadly defined Zhonghua minzu) or whether it refers specifically to the Han 
Chinese ethnicity, narrowly defined. In Southeast Asia and particularly in Malaysia and Singapore, 
the state classifies the Peranakan as Chinese despite partial assimilation into Malay culture.

So, who are “Overseas Chinese” and what is their role in Emergent China?

China is an apt example of such an environment. The sleeping economic giant has 
awoken. China is a big market - potentially the biggest market in the world. Every 
conceivable business from every part of the world wants to have its share of the Chinese 
market. Like any other market, businesses entering the Chinese market are not immune 
to competition. In fact, competition is so great that many have been unable to survive. 
Those businesses that have succeeded have had to do their homework well.

An Emergent ChinaAn Emergent China

It was the renowned business philosopher, Philip Crosby, 
who once said, "If anything is certain, it is that change is 
certain. The world we are planning for today will not 
exist in this form tomorrow". The business environment 
today is not only fast-changing, it is getting more and 
more competitive by the minute.

Professor Dr. Leo Suryadinata is Director of the Chinese Heritage Centre 
located in the Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore, where he 
actively researches on ethnic Chinese in Southeast Asia. He is also Adjunct 
Professor, Rajaratnam School of International Studies at NTU. Other areas of 
research that interest him are state, religion and nationalism in ASEAN, 
Indonesian Politics, and Sino-Indonesian Relations, among others.

Prof. Dr. Suryadinata’s illustrious career spans more that 3 decades. He has had 
the distinction of being appointed Professor of Political Science at the National 
University of Singapore (NUS) and Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of 
Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), Singapore.

He has more than 100 publications including books, monographs, refereed 
journal articles, and conference papers on Ethnic Chinese in Southeast Asia and 
Indonesian Politics to his name.

Y. Bhg. Dato’ Abdul Majid bin Ahmad Khan is currently the President of 
the Malaysia-China Friendship Association (PPMC) and a member of the 
Malaysia-China Business Council (MCBC). 

He served with the government for 34 years and held various positions in the 
Prime Minister's Department and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. His positions 
provided him with wide exposure in various countries that he served at 
especially the People's Republic of China .

He was appointed the Director General of ASEAN Division of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, which he served from 1996 until January 1998. There, he 
actively participated in the organisation of the 30th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting 
held in Kuala Lumpur as well as the 10+3 Summit Meetings in Malaysia .

In 1998, Y. Bhg. Dato’ Abdul Majid was appointed the Ambassador of Malaysia 
to the People's Republic of China until his retirement on 2 January 2005.
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WHO SHOULD ATTENDWHO SHOULD ATTEND

Anyone who has a role in leading their organisation’s China initiatives, from the CEO 
to the Project Team Leader, should not miss this ½ day event with Professor Dr. Leo 
Suryadinata and Y. Bhg. Dato’ Abdul Majid Ahmad Khan.
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““ChinaChina…… a land of opportunity for a land of opportunity for 

Malaysians to increase bilateral and Malaysians to increase bilateral and 

trade ties with.trade ties with.””

ABOUT THE ORGANISERSABOUT THE ORGANISERS

The Malaysian Institute of Development and Asian Studies (MiDAS) is a newly established 
knowledge capital deployment organisation dedicated to converting ideas and ideals into innovative 
and actionable solutions.

Utilising the platform of diversity and a multi-disciplinary approach, MiDAS is dedicated to finding 
new solutions to long-standing and difficult problems in the Asian region and beyond. The core new 
value proposition underpinning MiDAS work is the “Growth with Equity”model.

Established as an integral part of UCSI (University College Sedaya International) – a well-established and 
award winning provider of higher education for the region - MiDAS provides high quality research, 
consultancy and related professional services on a wide range of current and emerging issues relevant for 
application to developing and developed areas of the world.

MiDAS content resources are drawn from resident and non-resident scholars and professional associates 
coming from different parts of the world and synergising on a need basis. They undertake research, define 
problems, recommend solutions, manage programmes and share their findings and expertise through 
seminars, publications, opinion pieces and participation in projects and public fora. They will also assume a 
support role in the development of the post-graduate programmes for UCSI and other partner academic 
bodies and knowledge centers.

University College Sedaya International (UCSI)

Additional new campus developments are also in progress in Bukit Kor, Marang in Terengganu (for UCSI 
medical students in their third to fifth years of studies) and a piece of land that previously housed the 
Federal Institute of Technology (FIT) in Cheras as an extension of the present city campus, in addition to a 
new hub for the university in a sprawling 105-acre piece of land in Seremban. 

Also renowned for its cosmopolitan and unique international culture, UCSI comprises both local and 
foreign students from at least 60 countries. Today, besides UCSI, the UCSI Education Group also includes 
Lifeway College in New Zealand, Perdana College in Bangladesh, Sedaya Training & Development Centres 
located in various strategic towns in Malaysia and finally, Sri Sedaya Private School and Sri Sedaya
Kindergarten in Subang Jaya.

As an institution of higher learning, UCSI strives towards educational excellence in the years ahead. Its 
tagline, “The University. The Experience” encapsulates what the institution is striving to achieve – to 
provide students with the experience of learning in an international university environment.

Established since 1986, UCSI stands tall among many 
Malaysian private institutions of higher learning in offering 
a wide spectrum of academic programmes, ranging from 
Engineering to Information Technology, Business to Social 
and Applied Sciences and from Medicine, Pharmacy and 
Nursing to Music, Multimedia and Liberal Arts. 

Its purpose-built campus in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia is able 
to accommodate up to 10,000 students, and there are plans 
to further expand into another 8-acre piece of land adjacent 
to the existing campus. It boasts of being one of the first 
`wireless’ campuses in the country, which allows students 
to access the Internet using wireless technology from any 
location within the campus compound.

- Y.A.B. Dato’ Sri Najib Tun Razak
Deputy Prime Minister, Malaysia

25 June 2007
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REGISTRATION POLICIES

Substitution of Participant
Registered participants may be substituted at any time, provided the organiser is notified in writing with the name and the designation of the new 
participant prior to the commencement of the event. Transfer of registration to another event is not allowed.

Refund of Fees
Cancellation of registration must be made in writing. For cancellations received in writing more than 2 weeks (14 days) before the event date, a refund of 
fee less 10% administrative charges will be made. Thereafter, no refund will be made.

Cancellation

The organiser reserves the right to cancel the event due to unforeseen circumstances.

Incorrect Mailing Information
It is possible that you may receive multiple mailings of this event or incorrect company details on the labels, for which we apologise. If this happens, 
please let us know so that we can update our database immediately.

REGISTRATION FORMREGISTRATION FORM

Administrative DetailsAdministrative Details

Time: 9.00am to 1.00pm

Venue: Auditorium, 3rd Floor, Academic Block,
UCSI, No. 1, Jalan Menara Gading,

UCSI Heights, 56000 Kuala Lumpur

Fee: RM100 per person1. YOUR DETAILS1. YOUR DETAILS

Name (Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms) _____________________________________________

Designation ______________________________________________________

Company _______________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

Telephone ____________ Mobile _______________ Fax _______________

Email __________________________________________________________

2. STATUS OF SPONSORSHIP2. STATUS OF SPONSORSHIP

Status of Sponsorship � Self � Company

Name of Authorised/Contact Person (Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms) ___________________________________

Designation ________________________________________________________________

Company __________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________     Mobile ___________________     Fax __________________

Email ____________________________________________________________________

3. PAYMENT OPTIONS3. PAYMENT OPTIONS

(a)     � Cheque Cheque No. ______________ Amount ___________

(Please write your name and “Overseas Chinese & Emergent China” on the back of the cheque. Cheques should be made payable 
to UCSI Education Sdn. Bhd.)

(b)     � Credit Card � VISA �MasterCard Please charge RM____________

Card No. ���� ���� ���� ���� Expiry Date ___/___ (mm/yy)

Cardholder’s Name _______________________________________________________

Signature ___________________________ Date _______________________

Upon signing this form, you are deemed to have read and understood the Registration Policies and accepted the terms contained 
therein. Please return this registration form together with the payment before the commencement of the event. Please address it to 
MiDAS Secretariat, No. 1, Jalan Menara Gading, UCSI Heights, 56000 Kuala Lumpur or Fax: +603-9102 3606

To register, fax to 603-9102 3606!


